
Strategy A – What I Thought You Taught 
1. Write the prompt at the top of your page. 

2. Address the writing prompt and all of its parts in your first sentence. 

3. As you write, use key terms to create an accurate response of what you were taught. 

Strategy B – Acrostic Vocabulary 
1. Write the assigned word in uppercase letters down the left margin, one letter under the other. 

2. Write a fact on each line (four words or more) about the prompt, making sure the first word of the fact begins 

with the letter on that line. 

3. Use only facts that are accurate and different from each other (no opinions). 

4. You may not use the word that you are defining in the facts. 

Strategy C – Either . . . Or 
1. Copy the question provided (it can be answered two different ways). 

2. Answer the question one way or the other in a complete sentence. 

3. Write at least six more sentences in a paragraph that explains your answer. 

Strategy D – Focused Free Writing 
1. Write the prompt at the top of your page. 

2. Restate the prompt in your own words as your first sentence.  

3. Keep your pencil (cursor) moving, writing you thoughts about the prompt until your teacher calls time. 

Strategy E – Quad Cluster 
1. List the four terms in the cluster at the top of your page. 

2. Circle the one that is different from the other three. 

3. Write 3-4 sentences explaining how the circled term is different. 

4. Write 3-4 more sentences explaining how the other three terms are alike. 

Strategy F – Memory Sentence 
1. Write the memory sentence at the top of your page. 

2. Explain the over concept that the sentence helps you recall. 

3. Then explain fully the part of the concept that each word helps you recall. 

Strategy G – Copy and Continue 
1. Copy the written passage provided by your teacher for this response. 

2. Continue writing about the passage, explaining the supporting ideas included in the concept. 

Strategy H – Change the Tense/Number/Point of view 
1. Read the written passage provided by your teacher for this response. 

2. Rewrite the passage, making the prompted changes and adding details that make the passage more 

informative. 

Strategy I – Admit Slip 
1. Restate the prompt in your own words as your first sentence, admitting what you have learned. 

2. Select key words that help you write a complete admission of what you have learned. 

3. Explain with examples and details what you have learned. 

Strategy J – Sentence Expansion 
1. Read the base sentence provided. 

2. With a Sentence Expansion Buddy, list possible words and phrases that fit between each of the words in the 

sentence.  

3. Use words from each list to create three different sentences. Include additional words of your own. 

 Strategy K – Free Writing 
1. Select a topic from an inventory of concepts studied in your class. 

2. Write whatever comes to your mind about the topic.  

3. Keep writing your thoughts until your teacher calls time. 

Strategy L – Analogy 
1. Copy the analogy at the top of your page, then write it in an analogy sentence, X is to Y as P is to Q. 
2. In 2 sentences, describe the relationship the pairs have in common (antonym, part-to-whole). 

3. In 4-5 more sentences, explain the relationship of each pair in detail. 

Strategy M – Miscellaneous 
1. Follow your teacher’s prompt for a critical-thinking strategy such as KWL, Frayer Model or 3-2-1.  

2. Follow the Five Key Practices of W2Win UNDERSTANDINGS. 
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